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MATTHEW Xill. 3g. 


worn#eR PARABLE ſpake he unto them, The kingdom of 
Heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and 
bid in three meaſures of meal, till the whole was 
keavened. 

—0 0 O00 m—— 


HROUGH the ſeveral parables recorded in 
this chapter, and indeed generally through 
the New Teſtament, the kingdom of heaven 
Wdenotes the goſpel diſpenſation which our Saviour 
vas now, by his perſonal miniſtry, introducing 
ind publiſhing to the world. In the parable now 
read, and in that immediately preceding, is ſet 
forth its gradual progreſs from a ſmall beginning. 
WJ Like a grain of muſtard ſeed planted in the earth, 
and thence ſpringing up and flouriſhing into one 
Hof the greateſt of herbs, or like a ſmall portion of 
leaven buried in a large maſs of dough, and filently 
and inſenſibly diffuſing itſelf, till the whole lump 
feels its influence and is brought into a ſtate of fer- 
mentation; ſo the goſpel ſhall ſpread and prevail 
among mankind, and have a moſt happy effect up- 
on their hearts and lives. 

This prediction of its ſucceſs was ſeaſonably ad- 
dreſſed to the diſciples for their ſupport and en- 
couragement in the arduous miſſion on which they 
were ſoon to enter. As the miniſtry of their di- 
Vine 
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vine Maſter drew to a cloſe, the continued publica a 
tion of his goſpel would devolve upon them; an 
through their exertions, his cauſe and intereſt} 


quſc 
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were to be ſupported and advanced. But whu mate 
enterpriſe, comparably ſo difficult, had heretofon hell, 
been attempted by men? The power and poliq {Weſtal 


of the world, all its civil and religious eſtabliſh, MYwhe 
ments which had already endured for ages, wer the 
in direct oppoſition to the new religion preached MY unli 
by Chriſt. After witnefling the general enmity hi. 
and rage againſt it as taught by him, after ſeeing and 
its author deſpiſed and rejected of men, and at Jai, obe. 
executed upon the croſs—what heart could the thre 
diſciples have for an attempt ſo apparently deſper. late 
ate? From ſuch difliculties and dangers they mult ext. 
have ſhrunk, had they not repoſed an unſhaken n ſe 
confidence in the promiſes and predictions of their lt cis 
Lord. To animate them in the work before them, wh 
he gave previous aſſurance, that their labour ſhould ere 
not be in vain. How unpromiling ſoever the firt cor 
reception of the goſpel might be, yet its dorines, fait 
once made known to men, would, through the Jt fer 


concurring influences of the Holy Spirit, work Na 
upon their minds, like leaven in a maſs of mea, 
and continue their transforming influence, till 21 fir 
thorough and permanent change in their ſenti- do 
ments, affections, and purſuits, ſhould be effected. £ leſ 
Vaſt multitudes of the preſent generation, and of Pr. 
every fucceeding generation through the courſe of | ts 
many revolving ages, would be thus transformed We of 
and renewed in the ſpirit of their minds through Wt Pr 
the knowledge of the goſpel. Nor ſhould the : er 
ſpread and diiluſion of this knowledge be ſtopped ha 


by any obſtacles or combination of obſtructing i0 
cauſes Þ 


ublic, 
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abliſ. 2 | 
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-ached i 
nmity * 
leeing 
it laſt, i 
d the 
later, the light and influence of the goſpel ſhall be 
extended over the whole world of mankind. In 
n ſenſe ſo general, the prediction has not as yet re- 
theit 
T which it has been already fulfilled may be conſid- 
ered as an earneſt and pledge of its yet further ac- 
compliſhment; and while it tends to confirm our 
faith in the divine origin of this religion, may alſo 
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I 
zuſes or agents. In a way as imperceptible, and 
by means as inexplicable, as the fermentation of 


ieaven, it would extend its influence, and ulti- 


mately prevail againſt all the powers of earth and 


nell, triumph over them, and gain a permanent 


eſtabliſhment on the ruins of all oppoſing ſyſtems, 
whether of religion or of politics. The import of 
the parable in the text ſeems to be of an extent as 


unlimited as thoſe other prophecies in ſcripture, 


which foretel the univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, 


and the ſubjection of all nations to its faith and 


obedience. The gradual ſpreading, of the leaven 
through the whole lump intimates, that, ſooner or 


ceived its full accompliſhment. But the degree in 


ſerve to encourage and animate our efforts in for- 
warding its progreſs. | 

Near two thouſand years have clapſed ſince its 
lirſt publication; and, through this whole dura- 
tion, it hath not ceaſed to influence a greater or 
leſs proportion of mankind. In Judea, where its 
promulgation began, many thouſands were among 


its firſt and moſt zealous converts. The bulk 
of the Jewiſh nation indeed, headed by their 


prieſts and rulers, were its moſt violent and invet- 


crate oppoſers, who, after murdering its author, 
harraſſed even to death every deſcription of his 
followers; and ſpreading themſelves into foreign 


cities 


Bo, Mt 
cities and countries, whither the perſecuted dia 
ples fled, or the apoſtles itinerated, were the fi 
to ſtir up the heathen againſt them, and exciy| 
every people and nation to overwhelm them wit 
popular clamour and outrage. As the report off 
this new inſtitution extended itſelf in the word 
every engine of oppreſſion was put in motion fu 
its ruin. The wit and ridicule of the philoſophen 
the jealouſy and wrath of the prieſts, the fury ff 
the mob, and the power of the magiſtrate, were, 
in all places, exerted for its ſuppreſſion and ext 
pation. Vain and ineffectual, however, were al 
the policy and power of both earth and hell. 4 
midit this univerſal oppoſition, the ſpiritual lea 
was ſtill fermenting, ſecretly ſpreading and extend b 
ing its influence further and further. During H t! 
apoſtolic age, its progreſs was moſt rapid. Beto: g 
the cloſe of the firſt century, it had reached alma n 
every civilized nation in the world, and througę u 
all the provinces of the vaſt Roman empire begun 
to ſhake the old eſtabliſhments of ſuperſtition a ©: 
idolatry. During the lapſe of the two following te 
centuries, the gods of antiquity, the national a o 
houſehold deities of Greece and Rome, their con- 


plicated mythology, including the aſſociated gov = 
of other countries and nations, their ſpacious tem © 
ples, altars and ſacrifices, with all their pompou P 
rites and ceremonies—the laboured fictions of i; 
norance and ſuperſtition, but which had been, fron © 
time immemorial, the objects of univerſal reverenc! W f 


and devotion—all theſe vaniſhed before the ſpread 5 
ing light and influence of the goſpel, like the thads W 
of night before the beams of the riſing day. Thi 


mighty revolution brought over to the fide of the N 
chriſtian Þ 


E: 1 


Ws chriſtian ſyſtem, the riches, honors, and power of 
mee world. | 
The new alliance, however, like that of old, be- 
tween the ſons of God and the daughters of men, 
proved the ſource of great and dangerous corrup- 
tions. From worldly views and motives, men 
profeſſed themſelves the diſciples of the goſpel. In 
ſuch hands, this pure and holy religion aſſumed 
any ſhape, and appeared in every gaudy form which 
happened to pleaſe their vain imagination, or co- 
incide with their worldly intereſt. Much of the 
ſuperſtition and idolatry of ancient paganiſm was 
revived atreſh, and ingraffed into the inſtitutions 
of chriſtianity. Theſe corruptions were favoured 
by the ignorance and darkneſs which overſpread 
ng ti the civilized world on the decline and fall of the 


Beior Wy great Roman empire. The learning and improve- 
alma ments of former ages being ſwept away by the in- 
rouge undation of barbarous multitudes, conquering the 
begu Bly moſt populous and fertile provinces of Europe; the 
n any empire of ignorance and barbariſm was again ex- 
own Wy tended over the world. During the long period 
l and of near a thouſand years, the influence of the goſ- 
com. pel was obſtructed by the continually accumulating 

goht rubbiſh of ſuperſtition. Its inſpired records, how- 

tem ever, were carefully preſerved, and by all ſects and 
pou parties acknowledged and appealed to as the ſtand- 
of ig. ard of true religion. Nor did it ceaſe, in thoſe 


dark ages, to produce its happy effects upon a faith- 
ful remnant, who kept themſelves undeſiled amidſt 
the general corruption. In each ſucceeding age, 
they appeared as witneſſes againſt the prevailing 
idolatry and ſuperſtition. At the era of the pro- 


teſtant reformation, their teſtimony attracted the 
B attention 
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attention of the public: Diſcuſſions and controver. 
ſies enſued, which rouſed the dormant faculties of 
men, broke the ſhackles with which their under... 
ſtandings had been bound, awakened a ſpirit of in.. 
quiry and enterpriſe, and produced a general re. 
vival of the arts and ſciences. From that period 
to the preſent, © many have run to and fro, and 
knowledge has been increaſed” incomparably be. 


yond all the attainments of the learned ancients, 


With the improvements in general ſcience, and 
in the various arts of civilization, there has been 


a proportional progreſs in religious knowledge. 
The other fciences have, in their turn, lent their 


aid to forward that of Theology. Men of the firſt 
abilities have devoted themſelves to the ſtudy of 
the ſacred ſcriptures. Commentaries upon them 
have been written with great judgment and erv. 
dition. Every advantage from the knowledge of 


profane authors, the reports of travellers, and the 


reſearches of antiquaries, has been applied to ex- 
plain and illuſtrate their meaning. A degree of Þ | 


ſucceſs has evidently attended theſe endeavours, 
Doubtful paſſages have been elucidated, and ſeem- 
ing inconſiſtencies reconciled ; the great doctrines 
of the goſpel have been, in a good meaſure, cleared 
of thoſe myſtic phraſes and ſcholaſtic niceties with 
which they were formerly obſcured ; and its moral 
duties are better defined, more generally underſtood, 
and more ſtrongly enforced. The various objections 
of unbelievers have been ſatisfactorily anſwered, 
and the abundant evidence in favor of its divinity 
has been collected, arranged, and ſet in the moſt 
convincing light. So full and ſtrong are the ar- 

guments 
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ruments advanced in its defence, that the iſſue of 
every renewed attack from infidelity has uniform- 
ly brought diſgrace upon the aflailants. It is now 
the received religion among all the moſt enlight- 
ened nations of the world. Its individual enemies 
among thoſe nations, while they affect doubts con- 
cerning it, pretend not that there is any other re- 
ligion, bearing the name of revealed, to which we 
ought to give the preference ; or which indeed 
has any claim to our belief. Such are the internal 
and external proofs of chriſtianity, that it recom- 
mends itſelf to all men diſpoſed impartially to ex- 
amine its credentials, and capable of exerciſing the 
powers of reaſon on moral and religious ſubjects. 
Though the preſent be indeed an age of uncom- 
mon indifference towards all religion, yet it is at- 
tended with one advantage among the different 
ſets and perſuaſions of chriſtians—a ſpirit of can- 
dour and forbearance towards each other, beyond 
what has appeared at any former period. At 
length, it begins to be underſtood, that religion is 
a concern principally between God and the ſoul of 
every man. In many places, the rights of con- 
ſcience are already acknowledged and reſpected, 
and will be ſo univerſally in proportion as the 
other rights of human nature ſhall be underſtood 
and reclaimed from uſurpation and tyranny. 
Should the improvements in knowledge, by 
which modern Europe is diſtinguiſhed, be extended 
to the other quarters of the world ; with the light 
of ſcience in general, the light of the goſpel will, 
in all probability, equally progreſs, till it ſhall illu- 
mine all the dark corners of the earth. Thus the 
whole maſs of mankind may be brought under the 
influence 
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influence of the goſpel-leaven ; and the text, in the ; 


full extent of its meaning, receive its accompliſh. 
ment. Several circumſtances concur in renderin 

ſuch an event ultimately not improbable. Nay, 
when we conſider the rapid ſucceſſion of new dif. 
coveries in almoſt every branch of ſcience, which 
has continued through the three laſt centuries— 
the ſtable monuments erected for the preſervation 
of theſe diſcoveries, and their tranſmiſſion to pol. 
terity—monuments ſo firm and durable as nearly 
to preclude the poſlibility of their being loſt, and 
of another relapſe of mankind into their former 
Ignorance—when we take into the account, the 
continual diffuſion of this increaſed and increaſing 
knowledge among the nations of the earth—the 
extent in every direction to which it has reached 
already, and the means of a yet further extenſion 
furniſhed in the commerce of the enlightened na. 
tions, now ſpreading to all quarters of the globe, 
and tendering its advantages to the remoteſt tribes 
and countries, inviting them to a reciprocal inter: 
courſe and communication—in theſe things, doth 
there not ſeem to be a train provided for the gen- 
cral illumination of the world? May we not hope, 
that Providence is working and adjuſting circum- 
ſtances and events for bringing on the univerſal 
melioration of mankind through the knowledge 
and influence of the goſpel ? 

It is matter of regret, that there ſhould be any, 
pretending to the character of philanthropiſts, in 
whoſe view this proſpect is not a ground of hope 
and congratulation. The fact, however, is, that 
a large proportion of thoſe who, at the preſent day, 
tet themſelves up as the great lights of the world, 


appear 
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appear to be more than indifferent with reſpect to 


pliſh. Þ 1 the ſucceſs of chriſtianity, While they are inceſ- 
Ting BY ſuntly boaſting the advantages of their own phi- 


BS loſophy, they are equally eloquent in depreciating 
7 dif. any valuable effects to be expected from the gene- 
'hick ral ſpread of the goſpel. In ſupport of their opin- 
es- ion they quote the hiſtory of the paſt and preſent 


tion times, and ſet before us a frightful picture of the 
pol. WT intrigues and immoralities of chriſtian prieſts, the 
arly wild doctrines of viſionaries and enthuſiaſts, the 
and WT abſurd bigotry of the vulgar, the ambition of pre- 
mer ME lates, the virulence of ſynods and councils, the 
the {WT cruelty of perſecutors, the continual wars among 
ſing WS chriſtian princes and nations; and, on the whole, 
the conclude, that if chriſtianity be not what it is called 
:hed by the Roman hiſtorian, * a pernicious ſuper/tition, 
fion vet that it is but another ſpecies of ſuperſtition 
na. into which mankind are betrayed through the 
obe, weakneſs and credulity of their nature, and that 
ibes nothing more is to be expected from it than from 
ter. WE thoſe other religions which, at times, have pre- 
oth vailed in the world. 

zen- But though it ſhould be admitted, that theſe 
5pe, MA follies and vices have diſgraced the characters of 
um- {ome bearing the name of chriſtians ; yet will it be 


5 pretended, that they originated in the principles 
and precepts of their religion? Are they not the 
natural fruit of that general depravity of mankind 


ny, which it is the deſign and tendency of the goſpel 
in do correct and reform? If it hath not actually 
pe [MW wrought this reformation in all to whom it has 
hat been publiſhed, yet is it not eaſy to conceive of 


& cauſes which may have obſtructed its influence? 
On a maſs of frozen meal, Ieaven itſelf has no effect. 
Tacitus. Moral 


an 


Moral cauſes are yet more uncertain in their ope. 

ration. What mean of reformation is univerſally Þ* 
efficacious ? Men may hold the truth in dene, 4 
they may know God, while in works they deny! 
him. Religion, as well as reaſon, may fail to con. 
trol thoſe impetuous motives which hurry then 
on to the indulgence of their luſts. The goſpel is 
addreſſed to them as free, rational beings. From 
their own choice its ſucceſs muſt reſult. It de. 
pends upon the manner in which they receive and 
improve this heavenly bleſſing. If, inſtead of con. 
forming to its grand requiſition, in crucifying h 
Hleſh with its affeftions and luſts, they perſiſt, under a 

chriſtian profeſſion, to make proviſion for the fle go! 
to fulfil its luſts; it is plain, that their actions wil the 
be the fruit, not of their profeſſion, but of their ma 
luſts. While their prevailing diſpoſition is carnal, Jt ail 
worldly, and felfiſh—while avarice, ambition, or WY by 


voluptuouſneſs has the governing ſway in their ane 
hearts; their religion, whatever it may be, to an 
gether with their reaſon and learning, and all their 


other advantages, will be rendered ſubſervient tobe 
their predominant views—will be abuſed in the to 
ſervice of their luſts. Under a management of Wi fio! 
this ſort, the inftitutions of the Prince of Peace, the 
the doctrines of benevolence itſelf, may be made: ina 
pretence for every ſpecies of injuſtice and opprel- Wt ger 
fon, of violence and cruelty, and for wars and WF ner 
fightings. Nor may we ſuppoſe, that theſe evil do- 
would be eſcaped, were this particular pretence wi 
wanting. Did they not prevail to as great a de- z the 
gree before the era of chriſtianity as they have pri 
done fince ? Do they not {till prevail among na- eve 
tions and in countries where chriſtianity is not IM the 
kyown ! “ 
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lawn? In what part of the earth can you find 
WF exemption from them? Among what tribe or peo- 
ple can you dwell ſecure from the fear of them ? 
Should the period ever arrive, when the goſpel 
call produce its full effect on each individual in 
every nation, there will then be no longer internal 
WY oppreſſion or external war, nor the aſcendancy of 
© any of thoſe paſſions which imbitter ſocial hte and 
WT fill the earth with violence. There may be indeed 
chen, as there was in the apoſtolic age, different 
perſuaſions among chriſtians, and controverſies on 
various articles of their common faith; but being 
conducted with that mutual charity which the 
=2 goſpel, above all things, enjoins upon its votaries, 
BS theſe controverſies will occaſion little harm, and 
may produce much good, by promoting inquiry, 
© diſcuſſion, and improvement in knowledge; and 
by keeping up attention to the things of religion, 
and a concern about them. Then righteouſneſs 
and peace will fill the earth. 
© But until the malevolent paſſions of men ſhall 
be thus ſubdued by goſpel-grace, they will continue 
to produce miſery and miſchief. Where theſe paſ- 
ſions are, occaſions will not be wanting for putting 
them in motion. They are ſo frequently predom- 
inant, that they give to the affairs of nations their 
general complexion, and form their moſt promi- 
nent features. From them originate thoſe torna- 
does in the moral world, whoſe paths are marked 
Vith ruin, and whoſe baneful effects, together with 
their cauſes and conſequences, are the events which 
© principally {fill the pages of hiſtory. And are theſe 
; na- events quoted to the diſadyantage and reproach of 


not the goſpel? What can be more unfair or unjuſt ? 


On 


e 


On thoſe who believe and obey it, the goſpel has, 
at all times and in every place, a moſt happy effect 
But in vain ſhall we ſearch the records of hiſtory 
for a detail of theſe effects. Neither they, nor the 
uſual ſubjects of them, are of that kind of impor: 
tance which attracts the notice of the hiſtorian, 
Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, and cometh nit 
with obſervation: It conſiſts in righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. After theſe ſilent qualities 
of the heart, hiſtory makes no inquiry. They 
rarely find a place in thoſe ſplendid narrations 
which ſet before us the counſels of princes, the in- 
trigues of courtiers, the debates and reſolves of 
popular aſſemblies, the conduct of governments 
towards their ſubjects and towards one another, 
the movements and exploits of contending armies, 
their victories, defeats, and conqueſts. The prin- 
cipal actors in theſe ſcenes, the perſonages who 
thus figure upon the great ſtage of the world, are, 
for the moſt part, men of no religion. What have 
ſtateſmen and heroes, generals and courtiers, to do 
with chriſtianity ? If it be the popular religion of 
their country, reaſons of ſtate may induce them to 
profeſs it, and occaſionally make it a pretext for 
promoting their political views; but with the 
knowledge and belief of it, they may give them- 
ſelves no further concern. It may have no place 
in their thoughts or aſſections, and no influence 
upon their temper or conduct. Other concerns 
uſually fill both their hearts and their heads ; and 
very diflerent motives and principles are the gen- 
eral ſpring of their actions. 

But while few among the noble and the mighty 
can be ſuppoſed to be under the genuine influence 


of 


1 


of the goſpel, its effect on the ſubordinate multi- 
tudes, over whom theſe great ones exerciſe domin- 
ion, may be very conſiderable. In the ſmaller cir- 
cles of friendſhip and neighbourhood, among the 
various claſſes of tradeſmen, labourers, and huſ- 
bandmen, on near relations, in private families, and 
in the hearts and lives of individuals, it may have 
an influence great and important, beyond all hu- 
man calculation. In particular ages and countries, 
this influence has been, no doubt, greater or les, 
according to the degree in which the goſpel has 
been underſtood and believed. Where it is the 
ſubject of general attention and faith, there, of 
courſe, its beneficial influence may be ſuppoſed to 
be the greateſt. But where ſcepticiſm prevails, or 
where the ſimplicity of the goſpel is corrupted with 
2 mixture of human inventions, there its influence 
is unavoidably leſſened. It is a melancholy con- 
ideration, that through ſo great a part of Chriſten- 
dom the complete knowledge of it is withheld 
from the common people, and ſo much only com- 
municated as their ſpiritual and civil rulers have 
condeſcended to permit ; and that even this is of- 
ten communicated in forms very different from 
thoſe in which it is taught in the inſpired writings. 
But under all the diſadvantages with which it is, 
in many places, encumbered, we have reaſon to 
believe, that in every country, where it is the re- 
ceived religion, chriſtianity is productive of ſome 
good and happy effects. Diſtinguiſhed examples of 
eminent virtue and goodneſs have been exhibited 
in every country of Chriſtendom. Some of theſe 
characters have adorned every age of the chriſtian 


era. Many of thoſe who have not been effectually 
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reformed by the goſpel, have yet been reſtrained 
from various exceſſes and vices into which their 
luſts and paſſions would otherwiſe have hurried 
them. The impreſſions of religion upon looſe and 
giddy minds are not always wholly loſt. They 
often check vice in its career, and ſet bounds to its 
progreſs. They tend to preſerve the appearances 
of virtue in thoſe who are deſtitute of the reality, 
They ſo far influence the irreligious as to induce 
them to pay ſome reſpect to order and decency, 
They who are bad, might probably be worſe, were 
it not for the reſtraints of religion : Their rude- 
neſs and ferocity are abated by the religious prin- 
ciples in which they have been educated. Nay, in 
{ome of them, theſe principles, though long appar- 
ently ſmothered by the prevalence of vicious pro- 
penſities, do yet, on the occurrence of circumſtances 
and occaſions proper to revive and ſtrengthen them, 
prove the ſeeds of a ſincere and thorough amend- 
ment, 

It is certain, that through all the countries of 
Chriſtendom a change greatly for the better has 
been effected. Chriſtianity has inſpired the inhab- 
itants of thoſe countrics with ſentiments and opin- 
10ns more worthy of their rational nature, and fur- 
niſhed their underſtandings with the knowledge of 
the moſt intereſting truths. In their ſtate of hea- 
theniſm, they were univerſally polytheiſts, they ac- 
knowledged gods many, and worſhipped theſe nu- 
merous deities, in ſome inſtances, by the moſt ob- 
ſcene, and in others, by the moſt cruel and bloody 
rites; and ſo totally ignorant were they of the 
moral purity and perfection of the true God, that 
to theſe ſictitious deities, which they had Ne. 
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tuted in his place as the objects of their devotion, 
they aſcribed all the paſſions and vices which de- 
grade and debaſe the moſt profligate characters 
among men. If a few of their philoſophers enter- 
tained in ſpeculation ſentiments leſs groſs, yet in 
ractice they conformed to the reigning ſuperſti- 
tion. Inſtead of attempting to undeceive others, 
their example tended to ſtrengthen the general de- 
luſion. In the view of this their ſtupid and ſenſe- 
leſs idolatry, it is impoſſible not to acknowledge, 
that in paſſing from heatheniſm to chriſtianity, 
theſe nations have been brought moſt emphatically 
cut of darkneſs into marvellous light. In the true 
knowledge of their Maker, his character, his moral 
government over them, their accountableneſs to 
him, and future expectations from him—in the 
knowledge of theſe moſt important and intereſting 
ſubjects, common and ordinary chriſtians evidently 
excel the moſt learned ſages in the Gentile world. 
This knowledge enlarges and ſtrengthens their 
minds, and gives them an elevation far ſuperior to 
what could reſult from the groſs ſictions of pagan- 
iſm. As a ſubje& of theory, what other ſcience 
can vie with chriſtianity ? what other ſpeculation 
is comparably ſo ſublime ? 

But it ends not in ſpeculation. It is admirably 
adapted to form the heart and regulate the life. 
The great conceptions which it gives us of God as 
a juſt and righteous Judge, and of ourſelves as pro- 
bationers for eternity, tend to eſtabliſh in us a per- 
ſuaſion, that in a life of piety and in the practice of 
virtue we ſhall find our trueſt happineſs. Thus 
perſuaded, we are encouraged and animated to 2 


patient continuance in well-doing. This courſe of 
conduct 
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conduct is marked out before us, with the utmoſt 
preciſion, in the goſpel precepts, and our obedience 
is prompted by motives the moſt ſolemn and ener. 
getic ſuggeſted in the goſpel doctrines. The death 
of Chriſt, as the foundation of all our hopes to. 
wards God, the frontiſpiece or principal feature on 
the goſpel ſcheme, is an event ſo aſtoniſhing, that 
it tends, above whatever elſe can be imagined, to 
awaken a thoughtleſs race, convince them of the 
evil of ſin and of God's extreme indignation againſt 
it, and excite in them a concern to obtain the par. 
don which has been purchaſed at ſuch a price, 
This method of forgiveneſs, while it relieves our ind 
apprehenſions under a ſenſe of paſt guilt, opens to ¶ duct 
us views of the ſtrictneſs and ſanctity of the divine rage 
laws, proper to fill us with the deepeſt reverence for 
them, and render us continually circumſpect in our 
behaviour. To ſuch a behaviour we are further 
incited by an aſſurance of its being connected with 
life eternal in Heaven hereafter. This aſſurance, 
at once the incitement and the reward of virtue, 
has a great effect upon preſent happineſs. To good 
men it is the balis of a hope which enhances all 
their preſent enjoyments, aſſuages their ſorrows, 
bears them up under the trials of life, and comforts 
them in the agonies of death. From this ſource, 
what ſtreams of ſtrong conſolation have been con- 
tinually flowing in upon every ſucceſſive generation 
of chriſtians, for their refreſhment during the wea- 
riſome pilgrimage of their lives, and for their ſup- 
port while paſling the valley of the ſhadow of death? 

But while individuals, more than can be num- 
bered, have been made better and happier through 
the influence of the chriſtian ſyſtem, we admit, that 
its 
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Wits general effect on the morals and manners of the 
nations profeſſing it, has not been equal to what 
might have been hoped. Will any, however, pre- 
tend, that it hath not made a diſtinction between 
them and the other nations of the world, greatly 
Ito the honor of the former? Are not thoſe of our 
ſellow- citizens who have, not long ſince, eſcaped 
E from Algerine flavery, ſenſible of this diſtinction: 
what they ſuffered from the heathen of Africa was 
the common lot of captives among the nations of 
rurope previous to their knowledge of chriſtianity. 
E Civilized and poliſhed as were the ancient Greeks 
ind Romans, a ſavage cruelty marked their con- 
duct in war, and their treatment of captives out- 
Eraged all the feelings of humanity. If the untor- 
tunate priſoners were not maſlacred in cold blood, 
chey were ſubjected to perpetual ſlavery ; and when 
their numbers were deemed dangerous or cumber- 
ſome, recourſe was had to the cruel expedicnt of 
the Egyptian tyrant. The laws and the cuſtoms 
favoured ſtrongly of inhumanity. So ſteeled were 
the hearts of men againſt the feelings of ſympathy 
and compaſſion, that they were entertained and 
gratified in beholding what ought to have been 
ipectacles of horror. Who can think of their gla- 
diatorial ſhows, and not be aſtoniſhed at their 
icrocity ? In the language of the apoſtle, they were 
ul of murder, without natural affeftion, implacable, un- 
merciful, To this character of the ancient pagans, 
15 not that of their chriſtianized poſterity, in vari- 
015 reſpects, an agreeable contraſt? Though the 
m. religion of the latter has not hitherto been ſuffi- 
gh ciently eflicacious to prevent their engaging in war, 


at Vet it has humanized their manner of carrying it 
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on, mitigated its calamities, reſtrained the fury F 
victors, procured compaſſion for the vanquiſhed; 
and ſo meliorated the ſentiments and ſoftened te 


manners of men, that whatever be cruel or fer. 


cious in public tranſactions, or in private condud WW 


is ſure to meet the general cenſure, 

Beſides their ſanguinary ſpirit, the ancient pagan 
were addicted to the moſt deteſtable lewdneſs. Set. 
ting no bounds to their concupiſcence, they gan 
themſelves up to vile fections, and indulged deſirs 


as abhorrent from nature as ſhocking to reaſon ani 


decency. In mahometan and pagan countries, 
theſe vices ſtill appear; but if they be not wholh 
excluded from Chriſtendom, they are no when 
countenanced by eſtabliſhed law or public uſage 
Chriſtianity has ſtamped them with infamy, forced 
them into obſcurity, and ſet the public opinio 
ſtrongly againſt them. On its firſt publication, i 
began thus to reform the opinions and purify tit 
morals of its profeſſors ; and it hath continued, i 
proportion as it has prevailed among any people 
to diffuſe itſelf, like leaven, into their laws, ther 
cuſtoms, and their manners. It is the acknow« 
ledged ſtandard for the regulation of morals ; and 
has a greater influence than any thing elſe, in pre 
ſerving the rectitude of public opinion among il 
the nations of Chriſtendom. The common peopk; 
in general, are guided by it in forming their judy 
ment of what is morally good or evil. Their be 
het in its future rewards and puniſhments operate 
as a moſt powerful check upon their paſſions and 
tuſts, over-awes their conſciences, and is, in fad, 
the main principle by which the peace and orde! 
of ſocicty are preſerved. It gives to men * 

ure 
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fury g : ſureſt hold one on another. An oath, the laſt and 
uiſhed.greateſt pledge of veracity, derives its whole 
ned the Wircngth and ſolemnity from this perſuaſion, It 
or fer, Mu pplics, in a meaſure, the defects of human gov- 
ondus WW ernments, by extending its influence to caſes and 
circumſtances which human laws cannot reach, and 
here human ſanctions are of no avail. 

The great ſtreſs which chriſtianity lays upon 


works of beneficence has undoubtedly prompted 
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* the numerous inſtitutions of humanity which 
ſon aud abound throughout Chriſtendom. By law, in ſome 
intric W of theſe countries, poverty and ſickneſs receive a 


regular and general relief; and in all of them, the 
charity of individuals has formed eſtabliſhments for 
che ſupport and comfort of the poor, the unfortu- 
nate, the inſane, the friendleſs ſtranger, the deſerted 
W orphan, and many other deſcriptions of miſery. 


wholh 
When 
uſage 
forced 


Lal In what part of the modern or of the ancient pagan 
fy th world will you look for ſimilar inſtitutions ? In 
cd, ii what heathen country has there been ſo expenſive 
zeople * ditplay of charity and beneficence ? - 

| ther The chriſtian inſtitutions have alſo a great effect 


en the preſent welfare of mankind. The weekly 
abbath, as a day of reſt to the laborious part of 
the community, greatly meliorates the condition 


know 
5 and 


i V | of a vaſt majority in every nation. While it ſuſ- 
eopke pends their burdens, it affords them the opportu- 
judy mty and furniſhes them with the means of know- 
ir 5 ledge and virtue. The public worſhip which chriſ- 
rats i danity ordains on this day, and which is, in ſome 
5 and lort, kept up among all profeſſed chriſtians, is a 
fac, Poſt admirable mean of improvement, not only in 


knowledge, but in morals and manners. It gene- 
rates Kind aſſections, ſtrengthens all the principles 
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of aſſociation and friendly intercourſe, and pro. 
motes the reciprocation of thoſe benevolent atten. 
tions which form and preſerve the happineſs of 
{ſocial life. | 

It is a farther recommendation of our holy re. 
ligion, that as the knowledge of it is diffuſed among 
mankind, it prompts them to learning in general, 
excites in them a thirſt after general knowledge, 
awakens in them a ſpirit of inquiry and enterpriſe, 
puts them upon exerting all their faculties, and 
renders them ambitious of improvement in what. 
ever may adorn and dignify human life and man. 
ners. The diſcoveries of the goſpel have unqueſ. 
tionably this tendency. In perceiving and believ. 
ing theſe divine truths, the mind is rouſed to the 
purſuit of truth in general. An appeal to fads 
will conſirm the juſtneſs of this obſervation. The 
diſtinction which the European nations poſſes 
above all the other nations of the earth, is princi- 
pally owing to their religion. The excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt has enabled them to excel all the 
reſt of the world in general knowledge, and in 
whatever is truly excellent. Their general im- 
provements have uniformly kept pace with their 
proficiency in the knowledge of chriſtianity. When 
this knowledge was in a great meaſure loſt, during 
the dark ages which preceded the proteſtant re- 
formation, all improvement among the European 
nations ſeems to have been at a ſtand. The cloud 
of general ignorance and ſtupidity fat thick and 
heavy over thoſe nations. Such of them as had 
been formerly diſtinguiſhed for arts and know- 
ledge, loſt that diſtinction, and ſunk to a level with 


the barbarous nations with which they were _ 
ed. 
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eil. But no ſooner did the true knowledge of 
chriſtianity revive and ſhine forth, than with it 
learning in general, and all the arts, began to re- 
vive, and to throw a luſtre on thoſe favoured na- 
tions. And at this day, they univerſally thine the 
brighteſt in thoſe countries where there is the 
cleareſt and moſt general knowledge of religion. 
Thoſe parts of the earth where chriſtianity is un- 
known, are {till regions of darkneſs and habitations of 
cruelty. In thoſe parts of Chriſtendom where it is 
very imperfectly known, the common people, from 
whom the ſcriptures are withheld, rife but little 
above the heathen, being ignorant, weak, credu- 
lous, and ſuperſtitious. But in thoſe countries 
where all ranks are trained up in the knowledge of 
the holy ſcriptures, and the chriſtian inſtitutions 
are kept up in their original purity ; there the 
common pcople are generally ſenſible and well in- 
formed in various other branches of knowledge. 
To the ſalutary influence of the goſpel in this re- 
ſpect, we may add 

Its tendency to meliorate the civil ſtate of man- 
kind, by letting them into the knowledge of their 
equal rights, and inſpiring them with the true ſpi- 
rit of liberty. From revelation alone do we learn, 


with certainty, our participation in one common 


nature, our fraternal relation and reciprocal obli- 
gations to one another—our equal relation to the 
Creator, and equal right to ſhare in the bounties of 
his Providence, and that every infringement of thete 
rights is contrary to his will. The chriſtian fſyt- 
tem, rightly underſtood, promotes a free and manly 
ſpirit, teaches men the true dignity of their nature, 


and begets in them an averſion to every kind of 
: D | flavery. 
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flavery. It enables them to diſcern the impropri- 
ety and injuſtice of arbitrary domination, and to 
love and prize a free and equal government. The 


moſt enlightened and beſt chriſtians have always : 
been the moſt diſintereſted and ſteady patriots. In. * 
deed there can be but little dependence upon the 2 
profeſſed patriotiſm of any others. Amidſt all their * 
noiſy pretences and great profeſſions, their own in- 1 
tereſt and private views are generally their ruling e 
principle. But good and enlightened chriſtians, F 
while they are modeſt in their profeſſions, are 
prompted by their religion to all the nobleſt exer. 5 
tions of a true and genuine patriotiſm. Were the t 
bulk of any nation of this character, there could be 4 


but little oppreſſion among them. Whatever the 
form of their government might be, its adminiſtra- 
tion would proceed in a great meaſure on the prin- 
ciples of liberty. Their rulers, even though they 
ſhould be diſpoſed to oppreſs, would not dare to 
hazard the attempt. They would find their power 
more effectually limited by the public opinion, than 
by any conſtitutional forms or checks whatever, 
A reſpect for the general ſenſe of their people 
would compel arbitrary princes to govern with 
mildneſs and juſtice. In this way, chriſtianity, 
though but imperfectly known, has already actually 
ſoftened the adminiſtration of all the deſpotic gov- 
ernments in Europe; and where it has been, belt 
known, it has mended the form of thoſe govern- 
ments, and communicated to them a portion of 
freedom. The nations the moſt grievouſly op- 
preſſed, and among whom tyranny has appeared in 
its moſt cruel and ſanguinary forms, are either 
thoſe who have wholly loſt, in the rubbiſh of fu- 

perſtition, 
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perſtition, the ſpirit of chriſtianity, or who, after 
renouncing it, have commenced deiſts and atheiſts, 
void of all religion, or thoſe who are blinded by 
mahometan or pagan darkneſs. The throne of 
violence is alike ſupported by irreligion, ignorance, 
and ſuperſtition. Remove theſe props, and its fall 
will be inevitable, Extend the knowledge of the 
Lord throughout the earth, and you will give lib- 
erty to the world - you will communicate the bleſſ- 
ings of a free and juſt government to all nations. 
Let the goſpel leaven have its full effect on mankind 
univerſally, and there will then be no longer any 
thing 70 hurt or deſtroy—no oppreſſion or injuſtice 
among the ſons of men. 

In the deſcription now given of the tendency of 
chriſtianity, and of its actual effect on the happi- 
neſs of mankind, I have aimed at a fair ſtatement 
of facts. Many others might have been particu- 
larized, but thoſe adduced amply evince the un- 
ſpeakable advantages derived to the nations of 
Chriſtendom from their religion. Previous to their 
knowledge of the goſpel, they, with the reſt of their 
telow-men, lay in ignorance and wickedneſs.— 
Darkneſs covered the nations, and groſs darkneſs 
the whole heathen world. All fleſh had corrupted 
their way; polytheiſm, idolatry, and all the forms 
of the moſt impure, ſtupid, and barbarous ſuperſti- 
tion degraded and debaſed the underſtandings of 
men, filled their hearts with vile affections, and 
ſtained their lives with the fouleſt vices. They 
were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Human wiſdom 
and philoſophy had tried, and tried in vain, to pro- 
vide a remedy. After the experience of a long 


ſucceſſion of ages, of ſome thouſands of years, it 
Was 
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was found that there was none to help. © The 
world by wiſdom knew not God.” Such was the 
deplorable ſituation of mankind when the goſpet. 
diſpenſation opened, and its divine author, in the 
language of ancient prophecy, thus addrefled our 
periſhing race“ The ſpirit of the Lord is upon 
me—he hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to 
the poor; he hath ſent me to heal the broken. 
Hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of ſight to the blind; to ſet at liberty 
them that are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord.” The goſpel-leaven, thus imparted, 
immediately began to diffuſe its influence ; and al. 
ready its effects, in countleſs inſtances, have veri. 
fed this deſcription, To the poor in fortune, in 
{pirit, and in underſtanding, it hath brought glad 
tidings of great joy. It hath healed the broken hearted, 
by opening to them a ſource of ſtrong conſolation, 
it hath ſtrengthened the weak hands, and confirmed the 
feeble knees. o the captives, and them bruiſed by 
hard and cruel bondage, whether in a ſpiritual or 
civil ſenſe, it hath brought deliverance and liberty. 
It hath made them the Lord's free-men ; and fo 
humanized the hearts of maſters, that, in every 
chriſtian country, the chains of perſonal ſlavery 
have been gradually looſened, and ultimately brok- 
en. To the blind, and them who fat in darkneſs and 
in the ſhadow of death, it has been the ſun of right- 
couſneſs. To us all, it brings the acceptable year of 
the Lord—a jubilee more welcome than that pro- 
claimed by Moſes. Its preſent temporal advantages 
exceed all our other enjoyments in this world; but 
eye has not ſeen, nor car heard, nor the heart of 
man conceived, any thing comparable to its prora- 
ifed rewards hereafter. It 
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It is hoped, that the conſideration of theſe things 
may lead us all more firmly to believe and more 
highly to prize the chriſtian revelation ; but they 
have been brought into view with a ſpecial aim to 
encourage and animate my fathers and brethren in 
their arduous work. We are fallen on a period of 
time, and into circumſtances, which render encour- 
agement peculiarly ſeaſonable. We have been fore- 
warnedof the approachof times when iniquity ſhould 
abound, and the love of many ſhould become cold. 
Into thole times we have evidently entered. The 
cauſe in which we are engaged, is evilly ſpoken 
againſt, By a ſtrange perverſion in the under- 
ſtandings of men, numbers have become prejudiced 
againſt a religion infinitely more beneficial to man- 
kind than any other inſtitution that has ever taken 
place among them. In direct oppoſition to their 
preſent and future well-being, they ſeem diſpoſed 
to abandon this religion, and turn their backs on 
its teachers. Already there are many who will 
not give us a hearing. They deſpiſe our office, 
and fet at naught all our counſel. On every 1ide 
we hear their defaming, and the hard ſpeeches 
that are uttered againſt us. Fecling in ourſelves 
a full perſuaſion of the truth and importance of 
ihe goſpel doctrines, we labour to fix this convic- 
tion in the minds of thoſe whom cuſtom, complai- 
lance, or any other motive induces to attend on 
our miniſtrations ; but after exerting our utmoſt 
abilities, to our concern and grief we often find 
chat many of our hearers go away wholly unmov- 
ed by what had appeared to us ſo exceedingly in- 
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together with the ſame ill ſucceſs, we are in danger 
of becoming weary and faint in our minds. Thy 
meſlenger of the moſt important tidings, when he 
perceives them to be ridiculed by ſome, and treated 
with indifference by others, is tempted to ceaſe the 
publication of them. This, however, mult not be 
our concluſion. Whether men hear or whether 
they forbear, we muſt continue to fulfil the charge 
received from our great Maſter. It is among the 
miſeries of our apoſtacy, that men are ignorant of 
their own mercies, and ungrateful towards their 
beſt benefactors. That they ſhould be flow cf 
heart to believe, and reluctant to receive the ghd 
tidings of their ſalvation, is indeed aſtoniſhing : 
That after having experienced already ſuch advan. 
tages from the goſpel-leaven, they ſhould, inſtead 
of prizing, be diſpoſed to caſt it away as uſeleſs, is 
ſurely an inſult upon the divine mercy. But their 


heavenly Father, with infinite patience, endures 


their perverſeneſs. The compaſſionate Saviour, 
whoſe goſpel they thus deſpiſe, weeps over their 
obſtinacy. Similar emotions of concern and pity 
we his miniſters ſhould alſo feel towards thoſe who 
thus ſlight their heavenly inheritance. 

Nor may we be haſty in determining with re. 
ſpec to them, or even with reſpec to thoſe who 
contradict and blaſpheme, that our labour is wholly 
in vain. How unpromiſing ſoever preſent appear- 
ances may be, yet the ſeed of heavenly truth, once 
ſown in their underſtandings, may at length take 
root in their hearts. After being a long time dor. 
mant, it may, on ſome future occaſion, through 
the influence of that ſpirit by which it was inſpired, 
begin, like leaven, to work on their temper and 

aftections. 
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iffections. But though no ſaving effect ſhould be 
ultimately produced, yet ſome temporal advantages 
are univer{al wherever the goſpel is preached. Even 


hey who affect to diſbelieve and reject it, are yet 


untpeakably benefitted by this divine ſyſtem. There 
' not 2 deiſt in Chriſtendom, however reluctant 
he may be to acknowledge it, whoſe mind, after 
being trained up in the knowledge of the goſpel, is 
not thereby unavoidably enlightened and furniſhed 
with ideas in Theology and morals far ſuperior to 
what the heathen ever attain. 

Our labours, therefore, in the goſpel miniſtry 
are moſt certainly uſeful. All our hearers are, in 
ſome reſpect or other, and to a greater or leſs de- 
oree, benefitted by them. While thus employed, 
we are workers together with God and Chriſt in 
promoting the intellectual and moral improvement 
of mankind. At the ſame time, by practiſing what 
we inculcate upon others, we are working out our 
own ſalvation, and preparing for a bleſſed immor- 
tality. Thus we fulfil the great deſign of our be- 
ing, ſerve God and our generation, and put our- 
ſelves in readineſs for the world of glory. 

How many of our fathers and brethren, whom 
we were once accuſtomed to meet on theſe occa- 
lions, have already departed for that better coun- 
try? On each return of the ſeaſon, we mils ſome 
whoſe countenances formerly gladdened our hearts. 
So much ſolid learning, unfeigned piety, and active 
goodneſs were withdrawn from among us in the 
late ſudden exit of the amiable CLARKE,* in the 


midſt of his days and at the height of his uſeful- 
neſs, 


28, 


* he Rev. Dr. Jonx CLARKE, paſtor of the Firſt Church in 
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| neſs, that we are conſtrained, on this anniverſary, 55 
i to weep afreſh at the recollection. The Providence, W- 
| while it admoniſhes us all of our conſtant liablenes © 
U to be cut ſhort in our career, and ſummoned eo 
. our final account, loudly calls us, by greater dil. I 
1 gence and uſefulneſs, to make up for the common 
loſs. | 
[ It is the laudable practice of this convention to 
; cloſe the public ſolemnity by an expreſſion of our 
chriſtian ſympathy with the ſurviving families of 
0 thoſe among our deceaſed brethren who have left Þ 
| behind them little or no worldly ſubſtance. It, zz 
we have opportunity, we are to do good unto all 


ji 

Þ men, it 1s eſpecially incumbent upon us to abound 
+ in beneficence towards thoſe who are of the houſe. 
iP hold of faith. It will be ſufficient to open the 


hearts and hands of all the friends of religion, and 
diſpoſe them to give liberally, if we imagine each 
of thoſe deſolate widows, ſurrounded with her 
young offspring, now addreſſing us in the language 
of a prophet's widow in Iſrael of old—Thy ſervant 
ay huſband is dead, and thou knoweſt that thy ſervant 
feared the Lord ; and the creditor is come. 
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